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BIBLE STUDY – KNOWING GOD: RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Index Text: Jer 9:23-24
· Christians boast & brag about own achievements & success

· Wisdom [skill – ability – knowledge – education – experience]

· Might [strength – power – victory]

· Riches [wealth – land – possessions – property] 

· Because God says our knowledge of him is the only thing worth boasting about – We must strive to know God
Many Christians boast of themselves but know very little of God

God wants us to know what he does in the earth – RIGHTEOUSNESS

What Is Righteousness?

· TSED-AW-KAW; Rightness – blameless conduct – integrity 
· It describes the attitudes & actions God expects His people to maintain.
· Justice – right actions – right attitudes

· 10 Commandments show God’s righteous standards; Ex 20:3-17
· 1 – 4: = Our relationship with God

· 5 – 10: = Our relationship with people 

· EXERCISE; perform with moral purpose

· God’s moral perfection means only he can say what is righteous 

World Seeks Own Righteous Standard – Self-righteousness

· People have own moral standards

· Sinners [compare selves to people “worse” than them]

· Religious; Luke 18:9-14
· Still happens: = 7DA – Baptists – speaking in tongues

· Relying on own actions – feel secure

· Self-righteousness disgusting to God; Isa 64:5-6 

· All self-righteous acts like FILTHY rags; menstrual cloth

· Cannot wipe away sins

· Need God’s righteousness 

God’s Righteousness
· Jesus commands us to seek God’s righteousness; Mat 6:31-33
· More important: = physical necessities [God will provide]

· God’s righteousness comes through Christ alone 

· Revealed through Christ; Rom 1:16-17
· Fulfilled righteousness law demands; Rom 10:4
· Gift received by faith 

· True for Abraham; Gen 15:5-6
· True for us; Rom 3:20-22
· By faith we are made righteous; 2 Cor 5:21
· Change of state [transformed to be like God]

· Unrighteous ( righteous 

· Caterpillar ( butterfly

· Grace: = sinners transformed to image of Christ

· Not superficial obedience of laws – transforming faith 

· Attitudes – actions – hearts 

CLOSE 

· Christians boast & brag about own actions – not depending on righteousness God provides

· UNDERSTAND; ponder – insight – comprehension

· Result: = Change behaviour; careful about conduct – words – attitudes 

· Urgency – God will judge world by His righteous standard – not ours
· Reach lost – won’t be judged by how nice we think they are

· Must seek His righteousness
· Drop own ideas  
· Put total faith in Christ 
· God’s righteousness must be demonstrated in our lives; 1 Peter 2:21-24
· Hope we have
· Through faith transformed into righteousness of God
· Don’t have to earn
· Freely given by God [regardless of past] 
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