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BIBLE STUDY: SALVATION – BASIS 
Index Text: EPHESIANS 2:8-10

· Must reject all pride & self-reliance – salvation completely work of God 

· Not own effort – can take no credit

· Salvation is God’s gift – we must walk in His grace

Ask believers why saved: = Go to church – believe in Jesus – baptised 

Ask unbelievers why not saved:

· Christianity too hard 

· Have not sorted self out

· Can’t live Christian life

Both are looking to themselves!!! 

Salvation & Christian Living Based On Two Things (Eph 2:8)

· GRACE; unearned & unmerited favour

· Addresses man’s sinfulness

· Forgives the repentant 

· Gives joy & thankfulness

· Makes into new creation [without destroying individual – not robot]

· FAITH; fully persuaded – conviction – firm belief 

· Faith in Christ's death, as the ground of justification before God – saving faith
· Basis for salvation & Christian living

· Saved – grow – mature – healed – purity – ministry 

· Provide for family – keep sanity – overcome lust – free from anger 

We Need To Give Credit Where It’s Due (Eph 2:8) 

· BY grace [from God] – THROUGH faith [given by God]

· Grace – unmerited favour 

· Faith – given by God; Rom 12:3 “I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” 

· Faith to get saved came from God

· God smashes our desire to take credit: “not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:”
· We love to take credit: “saved because always been good deep down”

· All credit goes to God
· Salvation; Rom 5:8-9
· Faith; Rom 12:3
· Godly desires & intentions – obedience; Phil 2:13
· Who we are & labours; 1 Cor 15:10*
Forget The Boasting?
· Salvation & Christian living down to: = grace – faith 

· WORKS; labour – performance [not performance driven]
· Not saved by performance according 
· 10 commandments – rules of church – etc 
· BOAST; glory 
· No-one can claim to be saved because of own “performance”
· Understanding works 
· Works don’t save people – but saved people work 
· I don’t love children because feed – feed because I love 
Freedom To Serve (Eph 2:10)
· WORKMANSHIP; something made – workpiece 

· You are God’s handiwork – not own
· Made new in Christ
· To do good works
· Righteous living – win lost 
· Stop looking to yourself: = understanding – knowledge – performance 
CLOSE 

· Must reject all pride & self-reliance – salvation completely work of God

· Self reliance kills people 

· Sinners: = not saved because looking at own performance

· Christians: = not grow – etc – relying on own performance  

· Desperately need grace

· Do work called to; Eph 2:10
· Win souls; Eph 2:8-9
· By grace God will put faith in them – witness 

· In hardship; 2 Cor 12:8-10 
· Hope we have; Grow in grace of God
· No longer look to ourselves: = salvation – living
· 2 Pet 3:17-18 “therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever. Amen”
· Basis of salvation & Christians living – Grace through faith   
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