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BIBLE STUDY: TITHES

Tithe; practise of giving one tenth of property or income to God

1. Tithes – Old Testament
Pre-dates The Law

1. Abraham – Gen 14:17-20

2. Jacob – Gen 28:22

Tithing Under The Law

1. Tithed of all kinds of produce and livestock – Lev 27:30-32

2. Paid to the Levites – Num 18:21-24

3. Paid in designated place 

a. Deut 12:5-6

b. Deut 14:22-29

c. Deut 26:2

4. Levites offered also tithed to the Lord – Num 18:25-29

Uses Of The Tithe
1. Support the Levites – Num 18:21

2. Tithe meal – Deut 14:23

3. Three-yearly gift to the poor – Deut 14:28-29

Blessing On Those Who Tithe – Mal 3:10, Prov 3:9-10

2. Tithes – New Testament
* No specific command to tithe

* No specific abolition of the tithe

Practised In Days Of Christ

1. Mat 23:23
2. Luke 11:42, Luke 18:12
Proportional Giving Commanded

1. Weekly proportional giving – 1 Cor 16:1-14

2. 2 Cor 8:12

3. Tithes in practise at time of writing Hebrews – Heb 7:8

Generous Giving Commanded

1. Provide for Ministers – 1 Cor 9:3-14 [Mirrors support of Levites]

2. Meeting needs of church in proportion to income – 1 Cor 16:1-3

3. Generous giving towards needs of church – 2 Cor 9:1-11

Reasons For Giving

1. Obedience to God – 2 Cor 9:7 

2. Love for others – 1 John 3:17

3. Support God’s servants – 1 Tim 5:17-18, Phil 4:10-18

4. Care of widows & orphans – James 1:27

New Testament Church Far Exceed Tithes In Their Giving

1. All possessions willingly given to church – Act 4:32-36

a. Sold possessions to meet needs

i. i.e. for us that would be: = buy building – mini-bus – Ghana

References In Church History (Source: History Of The Christian Church [Schaff])

1. Nicene & Post-Nicene Period A.D. 311-590 – Volume 3, Chapter 03, Section 015, Page 100

a. “The better support of the clergy was another advantage connected with the new position of Christianity in the empire. Hitherto the clergy had been entirely dependent on the voluntary contributions of the Christians, and the Christians were for the most part poor. Now they received a fixed income from the church funds and from imperial and municipal treasuries. To this was added the contribution of first-fruits and tithes, which, though not as yet legally enforced, arose as a voluntary custom at a very early period, and probably in churches of Jewish origin existed from the first, after the example of the Jewish law. (Lev_27:30-33; Num_18:20-24; Deu_14:22 sqq. 2Ch_31:4 sqq.)”
2. Mediaeval Period A.D. 590-1073 – Volume 4, Chapter 06, Section 075, Page 330

a. “[speaking of clergy] … They were supported by the income from landed estates, cathedral funds, and the annual tithes which were enacted after the precedent of the Mosaic Law. Pepin, by a decree of 764, imposed the payment of tithes upon all the royal possessions. Charlemagne extended it to all lands, and made the obligation general by a capitulary in 779. The tithes were regarded as the minimum contribution for the maintenance of religion and the support of the poor.” 

The tithe was not abolished by the New Testament church; on the contrary the custom was carried forward by Jewish churches from the very beginning, and also adopted by gentile churches.  The paying of tithes can be traced throughout church history.
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