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BIBLE STUDY: TONGUES
I have personally heard many statements regarding tongues, ranging from:
- You're not saved if you do not speak in tongues

- You are disqualified for ministry in church if you do not speak in tongues

- Tongues are of the devil

- Tongues is not for the church today

 
Let us explore the scriptures and learn some biblical truths regarding this subject.
Please take time read all the scriptures. 
Old Testament References To Tongues
 
Foretold in OT; Isa 28:11
 
New Testament References To Tongues 

A divine gift in response to faith; Mark 16:17 
Tongues On Day Of Pentecost; Act 2:1-11
Gentile believers filled with Holy Spirit; Act 10:44-48
Believers at Ephesus; Act 19:6
Spiritual gift of divers tongues & interpretation; 1 Cor 12:10, 1 Cor 12:28-30
Tongues of men and of angels; 1 Cor 13:1
Ceasing of tongues; 1 Cor 13:8
Unknown tongue; 1 Cor 14:2
Tongues and prophecy in the church; 1 Cor 14
 
Tongues fall into two distinct categories ...
 
1. Ethnic Languages - Known & Understood

The bible translates the Greek root word glossa for the word tongue.  When the word is in the plural form glossai, it refers to dialects of known, ethnic languages.  This is the meaning of the word in the following scriptures ...

Act 2:1-11

On the day of Pentecost the believers were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues. Act 2:3 & Act 2:8 refers to known languages which the believer had not previously learned, but was able to speak by inspiration of the Holy Spirit to communicate the message of the gospel to people who understood the language (see Act 2:8) 
 
Act 10:46, Act 19:6, 1 Cor 12:10, 1 Cor 12:28-30, 1 Cor 13:1
 
Therefore, when Paul asks the question "Do all speak with tongues?" (1 Cor 12:30), he is asking if all have the spiritual gift that enables them to speak various kinds of ethnic languages that they have not learned, in order to communicate the gospel to diverse kinds of people.
 
We can also learn that angels speak a language that can be understood, not in an unknown tongue (1 Cor 13:1)
We can also learn that speaking in tongues will cease at some point (1 Cor 13:8)
 
2. Unknown Tongue - Not Known Or Understood By People

The bible translates the Greek root word glossa for the word tongue.  When the word is in the singular form it refers to  an unknown language, not known or understood by anyone.  
 
1 Cor 14 speaks of prophecy, unknown tongue, and tongues.
Prophecy; a message from God to the church, spoken in local language of the church
 
Unknown tongue;
i. a message from God to the church (prophecy), spoken in a language unknown to anyone in the church
ii. prayer to God in an unknown tongue
 
Tongues; known languages that a person had not previously learned, but was able to speak by power of the Holy Spirit

The concern being addressed in 1 Cor 14 is the proper use of spiritual gifts for the edification of the church at large, and order in the church.  
 
1 Cor 14:2; one speaking in an unknown tongue is speaking to God, not to man, as no-one understands him.  By inspiration of the Spirit he speaks sublime & elevated truths, in direct communication with God.
 
1 Cor 14:3-4; one that speaks prophecy is speaking to the church, to build up and encourage and comfort the hearers. Unknown tongue is for the building up of the individual, prophecy for the building up of the church.
 
1 Cor 14:5; prophecy is more beneficial for the church. If a message for the church (prophecy) is spoken in an unknown tongue it is only beneficial to the church if an interpretation is given.  Therefore, Paul would rather that a divine message for the church came in the form of prophecy, rather than in the form of an unknown tongue.
 
1 Cor 14:6-13; a message for the church (prophecy) must be understood by the church, otherwise it will be lost and the church will not know how to respond. Therefore, if you prophecy in an unknown tongue you must pray for the ability to interpret also.
 
1 Cor 14:14; it is also possible to pray to God in an unknown tongue, where the spirit is in communion with God but the understanding (mind) does not understand what is being said.
 
1 Cor 14:15; prayer must be a combination of praying in the spirit and with the understanding
 
1 Cor 14:19; in the church setting it is better to speak 5 words that the whole church can understand, than 10,000 words that no-one can understand.
 
1 Cor 14:22-25; scripture is now speaking of known tongues (ethnic languages).  The ability to speak in (unlearned) foreign languages is a sign to the unbeliever (i.e. as on day of Pentecost), prophecy is sign to the believer.  God can also speak to the unbeliever through a prophecy delivered to the church.
 
1 Cor 14:26-33; Prophecy must be given in orderly manner, prophecy in an unknown tongue must only be given if the interpretation is also available.  The church cannot operate in state of confusion where random people get up and prophesy (in local language or an unknown tongue) whenever they feel inspired.
 
1 Cor 14:39-40; The church must desire the gift of prophecy (builds up whole church), do not forbid speaking in tongues, but do all things in order

In Conclusion
 
Tongues is an area that has caused much confusion and debate.  However, I hope that you will consider the scriptures with much prayer, and then contact me with your response.

In His service.
 
Pastor Steve Marshall
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