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“A BIBLICAL CASE FOR THE TRINITY #3/3” – MATTHEW 28:18-20

· Context: GREAT COMMISSION 
· Jesus giving commission and mandate to the church 

· Text – Matthew 28:18-20

· Many stumble at trinity – unbelievers can’t understand, believers can’t explain 

· Church given a mandate to baptise in name of Father, Son & Holy Ghost
· You must be able to make a biblical case for The Trinity
Define The Doctrine 

· TRINITY; state of being threefold - the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three persons in one Godhead according to Christian dogma
· Problem: word Trinity does not appear in the bible

Building A Biblical Case

· Specific facts that must be established from scripture to make biblical case

· Biblical support for plurality of God [not one personality but multiple]
· Biblical support for the doctrine of The Trinity

· Biblical support for Jesus & Holy Spirit being …

· Personalities

· Divine

· In partnership with the Father

Facts Already Established In Scripture

· Plurality of God

· OT; GOD; Elohiym – plural masculine noun – one true God 

· NT; GOD; Theos – name of the one true God
· Translation of Hebr pl. name Elohim 

· Confirms unity of God & plural persons in Godhead

· Jesus gave unbreakable biblical basis doctrine of Trinity; Mat 28:19
· Names persons – gives equality – shows partnership in baptism

· Biblical case for Jesus as 2nd person of The Trinity

· Personality

· Divinity

· He is one with the Father; John 10:30-38
· Declares himself God [not united in purpose]
· Jews understood; John 10:31-33
· Jesus defends his divinity; John 10:35-36
· Jesus uses his miracles as proof; John 10:37-38
· Partnership

Now Establish A Biblical Case For Holy Spirit As 3rd Person Of The Trinity

· Scripture must prove Holy Spirit’s: = personality – divinity – partnership 

· Personality

· PERSON; an individual of distinction or importance 
· Philosophy. a self-conscious or rational being
· Can experience emotion & pain; Eph 4:30 “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption” [KJV]
· GRIEVE; to afflict with sorrow – make grieve, sad, or sorrowful

· Isa 63:10 “they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them” [ESV]

· Heb 10:29 “How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?” [ESV]
· Jesus refers to Holy Spirit as He not It; John 14:17 “even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you” [ESV]
· John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” [ESV]
· Spirit personality demonstrated gifts & attributes He gives; Gal 5:22-23
· Holy Spirit is definitely a person with a personality

· Divinity

· Holy Spirit possesses attributes of God 

· Present everywhere; Psalm 139:7-8
· Knows all things; Isa 40:13
· Eternal; Heb 9:14
· Holy; Rom 1:4, 1 Cor 6:19, many scriptures
· Performs Divine works
· Creates; Psalm 104:30, Gen 1:2
· Gives life; Ezek 37:14, Gen 2:7 
· Seals believers in the faith; Eph 4:30
· Gives pledge of eternal life; 2 Cor 1:22 
· Possible to blaspheme; Mark 3:28-29
· Identified with Father and Son in divine Godhead; Mat 28:19
· 2 Cor 13:14, Eph 2:18
· Partnership

· Partnership in guidance of believers; John 16:13-15
· Partnership in salvation process; 1 Pet 1:2, Act 2:38-39, Gal 4:4-6

· Purging from sin & dead works; Heb 9:14

· Baptism; Mat 28:19

· Establishing converts; 2 Cor 1:21-22

· Justification & sanctification; 1 Cor 6:9-11

So far we have established …

· Biblical case for the plurality of God
· Biblical case for the doctrine of The Trinity
· Biblical case for the persons that make up The Trinity
· Biblical case for Jesus as 2nd person of The Trinity
· Biblical case for Holy Spirit as 3rd person of The Trinity
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